Aetat. 47.]         A scheme of life for Sunday.
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living;'   and   after   it   follows  a  note,  'This  study  was   not pursued.'
On the 13th of the same month he wrote in his Journal the following scheme of life, for Sunday :
' Having lived' (as he with tenderness of conscience expresses himself) ' not without an habitual reverence for the Sabbath, yet without that attention to its religious duties which Christianity requires;
' i. To rise early, and in order to it, to go to sleep early on Saturday.
' 2. To use some extraordinary devotion in the morning.
' 3. To examine the tenour of my life, and particularly the last week; and to mark my advances in religion, or recession from it.
'4. To read the Scripture methodically with such helps as are at hand.
' 5. To go to church twice.
' 6. To read books of Divinity, either speculative or practical.
' 7. To instruct my family.
' 8. To wear off by meditation any worldly soil contracted in the week.'
1756: /ETAT. 47.]—IN 1756 Johnson found that the great fame of his Dictionary had not set him above the necessity of 'making provision for the day that was passing over him1.'
' Johnson's Works, v. 49. Malonc, in a note on this passage, says:— 'Johnson appears to have been in this year in great pecuniary distress, having been arrested for debt; on which occasion Richardson became his surety.' He refers to the following letter in the Richardson Carres, v. 285:—
' To MR. RICHARDSON. 'Tuesday, Feb. 19, 1756.
'DEAR SIR,
' I return you my sincerest thanks for the favour which you were pleased to do me two nights ago. Be pleased to accept of this little book, which is all that I have published this winter. The inflammation is come again into my eye, so that I can write very little. I am, Sir, your most obliged and most humble servant,
' SAM. JOHNSON.'
The ' little book' is not (as Mr. Croker suggests) Williams's Longitude, for it was published in Jan. 1755 (Gent. Mag. xxv. 47); but the Abridgment of the Dictionary, which was advertised in the Gent. Mag. for Jan. 1756. Murphy says {Life, p. 86), that he has before him a letter in Johnson's handwriting, which shows the distress of the man who had written The Rambler, and finished the great work of his Dictionary. It is directed to Mr. Richardson, and is as follows :—
'SIR,—I am obliged to entreat your assistance. I am now under an arrest for five pounds eighteen shillings. Mr. Strahan, from whom I should have received the necessary help in this case, is not at home, and I am afraid of not finding Mr. Millar. If you will be so good as to send me this sum, I will very grate<-
Noe by a peculiar system of the variation of the compass.    He was  a man  of industry indefatigable, of conversation inoffensive, patient of adversity and disease, eminently   sober,    temperate,    and pious ;   and worthy to have  ended life with better fortune.'   BOSWELL.
